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Higher Knoll, April 2011 

Knoll comes from the old middle English word cnol, Norwegian Knoll meaning hillock. At Rivington 
the Knoll was a name for a group of farms and land in Rivington, Lancashire. The first Knolls were a 
family that owned the land at Rivington and are listed as early freeholders. A variation of the area 
name crept in over time and the lands were also known as Knowles. 



The Knolls land holdings included Higher and Lower Knoll Farms and Knoll wood. It is likely at least 
one more farm was part of the same holding as Old Knowl is mentioned in documents. 

The farms Higher and Lower Knoll were also known as Higher and Lower Knowle. The land held by 
the Knolls starts at Rivington and Blackrod High School. The house next to the School is named 
Knowle House, the original land holding continues up the slope of the Pike, passing Lower Knoll and 
onto the existing building known as Higher Knoll. 

High Knoll is a working farm, Knowle House is a day school. 

Definition of Tenant 

The term tenant has changed, today it is a party paying a monthly or weekly rent with no property 
ownership. In the past freeholders were named as owners whilst leaseholders of property of a 
number of lives were known as tenants. It is common in the Rivington area for leases to be between 
300 and 2000 years. Most families in small rural areas were related, in Rivington this was certainly 
the case. Families did not feel the need for formality and lands were occupied by one side of the 
family whilst the freehold was held by other relatives. 

Early Landowners, 1250 



Knowle Farm c. 1905 

An early grant of land (Freehold) occurred in 1250: a grant of land from Simon de Rivington to 
William of Brownhill grants all his land in winterhold. The tenants list of 1240 names:2) 

Alexander de Pilkington, William de Rivington, Richard de Gamelslegh, William de Knoll, John de 
Broadhurst and Robert de Asshawe. 

The names in the grant of 1250 are the orgins of the names of areas in Rivington, Winterhol is 
Winterhill, Brownhill is still called Brownhill and is adjacent to Rivington Pike. 3) 


Asshaw & Anderton Dispute 

Freehold Dispute: In 1544 Thomas Asshaw of Hall'o'Hill was engaged in legal action regarding him 
holding the deeds for Knoll at Rivington that related to two messuages, 40 acres of land and 10 acres 
of meadow and 40 acres of pasture. The case was before in the Duchy of Lancaster Court, where 
Peter Anderton claimed to have purchased the same from Thomas Knoll of Torbrok, Lancashire.4). A 
few years passed and the case again arose by complaint from Peter Anderton. Thomas Asshaw 
responded that the Knoll was purchased by his father Roger Asshaw and he had inherited the 
property. In 1548 witnesses statements were called upon and tenants of the two messuages are 
named as Robert Wylson and Olyver Barnes, the value is given as a yearly sum - as we would expect 
today in a leaseholds). In 1549 the deeds were passed by order of the court from Thomas Asshaw to 
Peter Anderton. 6) 

Grammar School Freehold 

Freehold: In the endowment deed of the Grammar School, dated 6th September 1574, Bishop 
Pilkington undertakes to purchase from Christopher Anderton, Higher and Lower Knowles and Grut 
farms, while from the Rentals we learn that the transaction was duly completed and that the 
amounts were two rents of 17s. 6d. each issuing from Higher and Lower Knowles and one of 5s. from 
Grut. 

Chantry of St. Nicholas, Standish 

In 1583 Thurstan Anderton obtained the same lands from the Crown, and in the grant they are 
described as "late parcel of the possessions of the late Chantry of St. Nicholas in Standish. 7) 

Irvine states: One naturally wonders how they had come into the possession of this Chantry. It is 
possible that they may have formed part of the augmentation of the endowment given to it by 
Robert Pilkington, the priest serving there, who died in 1498, as related on his monumental brass 
formerly in the church of Standish. 8) 

Type of ownership was not defined. 

Willoughby Purchase 



From Georges Lane, Rivington toward Florwich, Pike Cottage left, Knoll Wood/Shaw Park centre, 
current Higher Knoll Farm, right. 

The first record of the Willoughby family holding the Knowles is the purchase of a lease bought from 
Thomas Anderton Senior of Florwich, Gent by Thomas Willoughby, 11th Baron Willoughby of 
Parham, dated 2nd February 1652 costing £106,ls,4d, with an annual rent of 18s. 


The property was a "capital messuage" including lands known as Knowle Park with twenty beast 
gates upon Rivington Moor, the term being the lives of his own sons Thomas, Edward and Hugh 
Willoughby. On 23rd February 1653/4, Thomas Willoughby purchased the freehold reversion of the 
same property from Thomas Anderton, Junior for £65. Thomas Anderton Senior had died in the 
interim.9)10) The property was seperated into moieties in 1663 for the life of Thomas Willoughby as 
part of the wedding agreement of his son Hugh Willoughby, 12th Baron Willoughby of Parham to 
Anne daugher of Lawrence Halliwell of Tockholes, the second moiety being jointly owned from the 
time of their marriage in 1664 by Hugh and Anne until the death of Thomas, at which time Hugh and 
Anne would inherit the Rivington and Aspull properties in full, the properties in Horwich, Witton and 
Mellor would before being inherited by Hugh and Anne pass to Thomas's widow. lljThomas 
Willoughby, 11th Baron of Parham died 21st August 1691 aged 89.12) 

Shaw 



Knoll Bleachworks 


Knoll Bleach Works 

The deed of partition after the death of 15th Baron Willoughby of Parham in 1765, moved the 
Freehold of the Knolls or Knowles to Elizabeth, sister of the 15th Baron, who had married John Shaw. 
Elizabeth died in 1787 and by her will left Lower Knowle to her son John Shaw. 

There is a foot bridge that crosses the Douglas opposite Old Lords Quarries, the site of the Knoll 
Bleach Works was a little further upstream where there are the remains of what looks like a wall. 

The structure is what is left of the dam, the location is marked on old OS Maps as a sluice and weir 
with two buildings on the hillside nearby, one of these buildings was the bleachworks, one was used 
as an illegal ale house called 'Tigers', the tenant was John Worsley. 


The Bolton Chronicle 15th September 1827 advertised the Bleach Works and Farm to be let for a 
term of years, (leasehold) and may be entered upon immediately. All that Farm House and Premises 
called the Lower Knowle in Rivington containing 30 Cheshire acres or thereabouts of Meadow and 
Pasture Land , together with an unlimited common right of pasture upon Rivington Moor, and late in 
the possession of Mr John Shaw. 

With the farm was also the Bleachworks and Premises erected upon the above farm; with the 
Machinery and Apparatus therein for Bleaching. The Bleach Works were supplied with wares and 
coal and were stated as capable of bleaching from 1000 to 1500 pieces per week. Interested parties 
were to apply to Mr John Shaw or Mr. Christopher Shaw of Rivington or at the office of Mr John Salt, 
Solicitor, Bolton. 

Residents (leaseholders) at the time of the first census in 1841 were William Tongue, bleacher, age 
55, his wife Alice age 55 and Abram Lomax age 2.13) By 1851 Knowle Bleach works was operated by 
father and son Thomas and young Arthur Kay. The 1851 occupants were Thomas Kay age 41, born at 
Turton c.1791. Ester his wife age 41, born Little Bolton c.1791, Arthur, age 13 born c.1838 Turton, 
Alice, age 7 born Sharpies c.1844, Emma age 5 born c.1846 Sharpies, Mary age 2, born Horwich 
c. 1849. 14) The Knoll Bleach works was closed to protect the water supply in 1858.15) 

Knolls Farms 

The Knolls or Knowles property descended to the Shaws of Heath Charnock, who certainly had an 
interest in it at a comparatively early date. Reference Early Shaw Family Jepson's farm appears also 
to have been once a part of this holding. The Knoll is described as 121 1/2 acres in 1650.16) 

Note: In 1693 Hugh, 12th Baron Willoughby of Parham aided the Shaws in their business venture at 
Lead Mines at Anglezarke where he held the mines and manor as trustee to a mortgagel7). Hugh 
Willoughby 12th Baron Willoughby of Parham held Shaw Place, Lancashire by Mortgage and bought 
Shaw Place before the death of Peter Shaw in 1707, a grand building that still exists todayl8),19) 

Reference will of Elizabeth Shaw. Note: In 1734 a lease was agreed by Hugh Lord Willoughby of large 
tracts of land that were once owned by Rivington School. The land forms the slope leading to the 
Pike Tower. The farms Higher Knowle and Lower Knowle in Rivington, Darbyshires and Lathoms 
tenements in Rivington were a significant part of the Rivington area. 20) This document shows that a 
lease was agreed for one year for amongst other lands various other messuages belonging to Lord 
Willoughby in Rivington and on Rivington Moor. 

Elizabeth Shaws will in 1765, gives the size of Higher Knowle (30 1/2 Cheshire Acres) 64 Statute 
acres, Lower Knowle (Cheshire acres 27 3/4.) 58 1/2 statute acres. 

1841: Higher Knowle Cottage, Thomas Hodginson age 35 agricultural labourer, Margraret his wife 
age 30, weaver and James age 9 
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